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NATIONAL AFFAIRS
· The Directorate General of Training (DGT),under the aegis of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, has signed agreement with two big private sector companies-Cisco and Accenture to skill youth for digital economy through its Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs). This program aims to equip students enrolled in ITIs across India with skills for the digital economy over the next two years.
· The program includes tailor-made curriculum with modules for digital literacy, career readiness, employability skills and advanced technology skills such as data analytics, and a blended learning model enabled by a combination of online self-learning via the Bharat Skills portal and in-classroom modules.
· The 5thmeeting of the Governing Council of National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog was held under Chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi. It was first governing council meeting under new Modi government.
· The five-point agenda meeting included deliberating upon drought situation and andrain-water harvesting, farm distress,  aspirational districts programme, transforming agriculture and security related issues with special focus on left wing extremism (LWE) districts.
· NITI: Headquarter‎: ‎Delhi, 	Vice Chairman: Rajiv Kumar, 		CEO: Amitabh Kant.
· Union Minister for Food Processing Industries SmtHarsimrat Kaur Badal announced that World Food India (WFI) 2019, a biennial event, will be held in New Delhi from 1-4 November 2019. It will be the biggest gathering of all global and domestic stakeholders in the Food Processing Sector. This will be the 2nd edition of WFI, first was held in 2017.
· The tagline of the event will be “Forging Partnerships for Growth”.
· The Government of India (GoI) has recently constituted a 5-member committee to review existing marketing structure in Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) marketing in India. The committee, headed by economist Kirit Parikh, will look into issues related to definition or quality standards of LPG being marketed. 
· The committee is expected to submit its report by end-July. Based on the LPG control order, domestic LPG should be supplied to oil-marketing companies (OMCs) only.
· The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has decided to remove the requirement of minimum educational qualification for driving a transport vehicle.At present, Under Rule 8 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989, a transport vehicle driver needs to have passed class 8.
· Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has released draft notification proposing waiving of registration charges for electric vehicles (EVs). This waiver is aimed at promoting EVs in India and as per Government plans for higher penetration of such vehicles by 2030.
· It proposes exemptions to battery operated vehicles from payment of fees forpurpose of issue or renewal of registration certificate and assignment of new registration mark.
· Kapila Venu recently played a composition “Parvati Viraham”, part of the age-old repertoire of Kutiyattam, at Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi.
· Kutiyattam is one of the oldest traditional theatre forms of Kerala and is based on Sanskrit theatre traditions.
· Kutiyattam has been declared as among the Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
· UNESCO: Formation‎: ‎4 November 1945, 	Headquarter‎: ‎Paris, France, ‎	Director-General; ‎Audrey Azoulay.
· The National Health Authority (NHA) and ICICI Foundation for Inclusive Growth signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to train 15,000 state and district personnel and Pradhan Mantri Arogya Mitras to provide the delivery of health services under Ayushman Bharat Scheme over a period of one year. It is aimed at capacity building of health personnel at state.
· The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog, think tank of the government, has proposed that only Electric Vehicles (EVs) should be sold after 2030. This is proposed in order to expand the scope of the clean fuel technology beyond two and three-wheelers.
· The panel headed by NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant had suggested earlier that only EV (three-wheelers and two-wheelers) with an engine capacity of up to 150 cc should be sold from 2025 onwards.
· Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated the Integrated Grievance Cell and Call Center for Pensioners.
· The Centre has been launched for Central Government pensioners at Janpath Bhawan in New Delhi.
· This centre will also act as a pressure on the departments to resolve the problems of the elderly pensioners.
· Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying has sanctioned funds under Rashtriya Gokul Mission for setting up of 21 Gokul Grams as Integrated Cattle Development Centres. So far 4 Gokul grams (Varanasi, Mathura, Patiala and Phora) have been completed and work is under progress in remaining 17 gokul grams.
· It aims at conserving and developing indigenous breeds in focused and scientific manner and enhances the productivity of the indigenous breeds of India through professional farm management. It comprises of two components namely National Programme for Bovine Breeding (NPBB) and National Mission on Bovine Productivity (NMBP).
· Railway Minister Piyush Goyal said that 1,253 stations have been identified for development under Adarsh Station Scheme (ASS) out of which 1,103 railway stations have been developed so far.

	INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
· India projected to surpass China as the world's most populous country around 2027, according to the UN’s2019 World Population Prospects report, published by the Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
· The nine countries expected to show the biggest increases were: India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the US.
· The Environment Ministers Group of 20 (G-20) countries have agreed to adopt new implementation framework for actions to tackle the issue of marine plastic waste onglobal scale. This decision was taken at G20 meeting of Energy Transitions and Global Environment for Sustainable Growth in Karuizawa, Japan, ahead of G20 Leaders summit to be held in Osaka, Japan.
· It is aimed at facilitating further concrete action on marine waste, though on voluntary basis, after the G20 Hamburg Summit in Germany adopted “G20 action plan on marine litter” in 2017.
· Ireland Government decided to ban the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles by 2030 as part of a major strategy to protect the environment. This is one of 180 measures the Irish government published in the ‘Climate Action Plan’.
· Ireland: Capital: Dublin,							Currency: Euro.
· The 12thsession of Conference of States Parties(COSP) to the Convention to Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 2019 held at the UN(United Nations) headquarter, New York.
· Theme of the Conference is "Ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities in a changing world through the implementation of the CRPD".
· Three round tables will address the following themes:
· Technology, digitalization and ICTs for the empowerment and inclusion of persons with disabilities.
· Social inclusion and the right of the highest attainable standard of health.
· Inclusion of persons with disabilities in society through participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sports.
· Indian High Commissioner Riva Ganguly Das has visited the construction of the India-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge 1 and land port in Ramgarh upazila of Khagrachhari District, Bangladesh.
· Bangladesh: Capital: Dhaka,				Currency: Bangladeshi taka.
· The World Health Organization (WHO) launched a global campaign named “AWaRe” urging governments to adopt a tool to reduce the spread of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), adverse events and costs.
· It classifies antibiotics into three groups, specifying which antibiotics to use for the most common and serious infections (Access), which ones should be available at all times in the healthcare system (Watch), and those that must be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort (Reser-ve).
· The aim is to increase the proportion of global consumption of antibiotics in the Access group to at least 60% and to reduce the usage of the antibiotics at risk of resistance from the Watch and Reserve groups.
· The AWaRe campaign – ‘AdoptAWaRe, Handle antibiotics with care’ was officially launched by the Ministers of Health of the Netherlands and Indonesia and WHO Assistant-Director General Hanan Balkhy, at the 2nd ministerial conference on AMR in Noordwijk, The Netherlands.
· A two-day event of3rd Namaste Thailand Film Festival 2019 concluded at Select City walk in New Delhi. It was organized by Royal Thai Embassy with an aim to strengthen bilateral ties and increase cultural exchange between India and Thailand.
· The 1stedition ofThai film festival was inaugurated in 2017 to celebrate the 70 years of Indo-Thai diplomatic relations.
· Thailand: Capital: Bangkok,				Currency: Thai Baht.
· The Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival 2019 (BIFAN) will be held in Bucheon City, South Korea from June 27 to July 7, 2019. This is the 23rd edition of the film festival. This film festival is known as a Mecca of the film culture.
· South Korea: Capital: Seoul,					Currency: South Korean. 
· Russia Deputy Prime Minister YuryTrutnev and Indian Foreign Minister S Jaishankar met in New Delhi for talks that were aimed at paving the way for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s upcoming visit to Russia in September. Modi will be attending the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok.
· India has for the first time extended $15 Million financial support to Niger as a support for organizing African Union (AU) summit scheduled to be held in 7-8 July 2019 in Niamey (Niger). This will be the 1st time that Niger will be hosting an AU summit.
· India’s national accreditation body, the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB), has secured international equivalence for its accreditation programme for personnel certification bodies in the annual meeting of the Asia Pacific Accreditation Cooperation in Singapore on 20thJune, 2019.
· As per the Ericsson Mobility Report of June 2019 edition, India‘s data usage per Smartphone was the highest in the world at 9.8 Giga Byte (GB) per month up to December 31, 2018. It is set to double to 18 GB by 2024. Indian Smartphone users are willing to pay more than 66% premium for futuristic 5G services.
· North East Asia comes 2ndwith 7.1GB per month while West Asia and Africa region is the lowest at 3GB per month.
· The United States (US) overtook China to become India’s largest goods trading partner in 2018-19. Trade surplus of India with the US declined to $16.8 billion from $21.2 billion for 2017-18.
· Saudi Arabia became the first Arab country to get full membership of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). With this, the number of permanent members in the group accounted to 39.
· The group is responsible for issuing international standards, policies and best practices to combat money laundering, terrorist financing and proliferation.
· The firstinternational theatre festivalof Bangladesh is being held at Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in Dhaka.
· Theatre troupes from India, Bangladesh, Russia, China, France, Vietnam and Nepal are participating in the festival
· Rabindranath Tagore’s dance-drama ‘MayarKhela’ was performed as the inaugural presentation of the festival.
· Theatre troupes from India, Bangladesh, Russia, China, France, Vietnam and Nepal are participating in the festival.
· The 3rd Indo-French cyber dialogue 2019 was held in Paris, France.The meeting was co-chaired by Henri Verdier, French Ambassador for Digital Affairs, and Upender Singh Rawat, Joint Secretary in charge of e-Governance, Information Technology and Cyber Diplomacy at the Ministry of External Affairs.

STATES HIGHLIGHTS
· Madhya Pradesh Government has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with foreign company to build 300“smart gaushalas" (cow sheds) in the state over the next 5 years.The smart gaushalas are expected to address the menace of stray cattle menace on streets and in markets.
· Madhya Pradesh: Capital: Bhopal,	Chief Minister: Kamal Nath,		Governor: Anandiben Patel.
· Punjab Minister Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria met a team of experts from Israel in Chandigarh to prepare a comprehensive water management master plan for the state.
· Punjab: Capital‎: ‎Chandigarh, 		Chief Minister: Captain Amarinder Singh,  	Governor: V P Singh Badnore.
· The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved projects for infrastructure development worth Rs 1,650 crore ($235 million) in seven of the eight districts in Tripura.
· The ADB would give 80 per cent of the amount as grant-in-aid and the Tripura Government would have to repay back only 20 per cent loan in due course of time.
· Tripura: Capital: Agartala,		Chief Minister: Biplab Kumar Deb,		Governor: Kaptan Singh Solanki.
· Lucknow constructed its first plastic waste road. The Lucknow Development Authority (LDA) has started using plastic waste to construct roads as a pilot project. This environment-friendly road is being constructed as a trial from Gomti Nagar Police StationtoIndian Institute of Management (IIMLucknow).
· Several children have died in the Muzaffarpur district of north Bihar, due to Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES), which is locally known as Chamkibukhar (brain fever).
· High temperature during summer, along with humidity, is considered to be an ideal situation for the outbreak of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome.
· Acute encephalitis syndrome is a severe case of encephalitis transmitted by mosquitoes and is characterized by high fever and inflammation of the brain.
· Bihar Cabinet led by the Chief Minister Nitish Kumar approved the proposal seeking provisions to punish children who abandon their elderly parents. They could face jail time over charges of abandonment.
· Bihar: Capital: Patna,							Governor: Lalji Tandon.
· Assam Transport Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary launched the Assam State Transport Corporation’s (ASTC) Chalo app for Guwahati. It will help the travellers to know about the live arrival time of their bus.
· Assam: Capital: Dispur,		Chief Minister: SarbanandaSonowal,		Governor: Jagdish Mukhi.
· The Himachal PradeshGovernment has made it compulsory for trekkers to carry a GPS (Global Positioning System) device to tackle any exigency. This decision was taken at a review meeting on preparedness for the monsoon chaired by Shrikant Baldi, Additional Chief Secretary cum-Pr. Secretary to Jai Ram Thakur, Chief Minister, HP.
· Himachal Pradesh: Chief Minister: Jai Ram Thakur,				Governor: Acharya Dev Vrat.
· India’s first solar-powered cruise boat will be launched in Alappuzha, Kerala by State Water Transport Department (SWTD) in December 2019. The initiative comes close on heels of SWTD’s earlier launch of country’s first solar-powered ferry Aditya in 2016, which is in operation on Vaikom-Thavanakadavu route.
· It is hybrid vessel powered by motor that can source energy from solar panels, battery, as well as generator.
· India’s first specialized hydrotherapy treatment centre (water clinic) for elephants was opened in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. It is joint collaboration of Uttar Pradesh Forest Department and the NGO Wildlife SOS.
· The Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks has granted popular ethnic footwearKolhapurichappals a Geographic Indication (GI) tag across four districts each in Maharashtra and Karnataka. The four districts in Maharashtra are Kolhapur, Solapur, Sangli and Satara and four in Karnataka are Dharwad, Belgaum, Bagalkot and Bijapur.
· Punjab Health Minister Balbir Singh Sidhu announced that the State Government is set to launch its flagship universal health insurance scheme named “SarbatSehatBima Yojana (SSBY)” with effect from July 1, 2019. This Health scheme will be the first of its kind in the state and provide annual health cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family to 43.18 lakh families of Punjab.
· The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) of Mumbai signed an agreement with the state Government of Telangana. This is to offer a mode of payment options like UPI (Unified Payments Interface ) Collect Request, RuPay Debit and Credit Cards to the users of the ‘MeeSeva’ portal of the Government.
· Jammu and Kashmir Government is planning to open 18 AMRIT (Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment) stores in all the Medical colleges' Hospitals and prominently associated hospitals of the State.
· The purpose of the initiative is to provide quality and affordable medicines to the end users.
· AMRIT pharmacies, operating under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India.
· Unemployed youth having graduation or equivalent degree will be given unemployment allowance up to Rs 3,500 by the Rajasthan government.
· They will get the benefit of the Chief Minister Yuva Sambal Yojana from February this year.
· Under the scheme, male applicants will get Rs 3,000 per month whereas women and differently-abled will get Rs 3,500 per month. 
· Bihar Government recently issued order banning felling of trees in the state, citing reason of increasing pollution as well as a fatal heatwave in Patna, Gaya, Bhagalpur, Muzaffarpur and other cities in the state. The order was passed under Forest Conservation Act, 1980.
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· Telangana Governor ESL Narasimhan, Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao, Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis and Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan Mohan Reddy at the inauguration of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project in Telangana.
· Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari River in Kaleshwaram, Bhoopalpally (Telangana).The Kaleshwaram Irrigation Project termed as the world’s largest lift irrigation project in Telangana.
· Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) State Administrative Council (SAC) chaired by Governor Satya Pal Malik has launched first of its kind massive ‘Back to the Village’ outreach programme in the state. Under this programme, bureaucrats across the hierarchy — from Principal Secretaries to entry-level gazetted officers—will visit every panchayat of state, stay overnight and spend two days listening to peoples’ grievances and their needs.
· The Maharashtra Government announced scheme for smokeless kitchens ‘Chullah(wood-fired stove)-free and smoke-free Maharashtra’.
· It will target the women who are not benefited under the Ujjwala or any other LPG (Liquefied petroleum gas) distribution scheme.
· It will be implemented in Naxal- affected areas as well as the districts where farmer suicide rate is high.

ECONOMY AWARENESS
· The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) issued stricter norms for rating agencies to enhance standards. This move comes after a series of defaults at Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Limited (IL & FS) in 2018.
· SEBI will prepare and share standardized and uniform probability of default (PD) benchmarks for each rating category for one-year, two-year and three-year cumulative default rates, for the short run and long run and it will be disclosed on the website of each credit rating agency.
· SEBI: Founded: April 12, 1992,	Headquarter: Mumbai,			Chairman: Ajay Tyagi.
· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on HDFC Bank for non-compliance of Know Your Customer (KYC) norms and anti-money laundering norms, and for failure to report frauds.
· The regulator said that it received a reference from customs authorities regarding submission of forged bill of entries (BoEs) by certain importers to the bank for remittance of foreign currency.
· The 8 member panel on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), constituted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in January 2019, headed by the former Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Chairman U K Sinha submitted its report to RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das. 
· The Committee suggested doubling collateral-free loans for MSMEs to Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10 lakh. This is also applicable to Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (Mudra) and Self-Help Groups (SHGs).
· Asian Development Bank (ADB) in its Asian Development Outlook (ADO) stated that Bangladesh emerged as the fastest growing economy among the 45 countries of the Asia-Pacific region. Higher public sector investment, stronger consumption demand, revival in exports, improved power supply and higher growth in private sector credit were the key factors of the high growth performance of Bangladesh.
· Bangladesh: Capital: Dhaka,					Currency: Bangladeshi Taka.
· The 35thmeeting of Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council chaired by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has extended the tenure of National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA) by 2 years. NAA’s term, which was coming to end on November 30, 2019 and now has been extended to November 30, 2021. 
· Kochi based Federal Bank announced that it has raised Rs 300 crore through Basel-III compliant bonds for improving their risk management techniques and to address the growing risks.
· Canara Bank has issued new rules for its customers regarding cash deposits and withdrawals effective from July 1, 2019. The customers of the bank can deposit cash in Savings bank account up to Rs 50,000 for free only thrice a month and the fourth transaction will be charged. This is done to encourage digital transactions and it coincides with transaction charges on National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) and Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) being waived off complying with Reserve Bank of India’s guidelines from July 1, 2019.
· Canara Bank: Headquarter: Bengaluru, 	D & CEO: R.A. Sankara Narayanan,		Tag line: Together we can.
· The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the proposed merger of the Indiabulls Housing Finance with Lakshmi Vilas Bank.
CORPORATE AFFAIRS
· According to the report ,“ Randstad Employer Brand Research 2019 report(REBR) 2019” states that e-commerce giant, Amazon India emerged as the country’s most attractive employer brand for the year 2019. It is followed by Microsoft India (2nd) which emerged as the runner up and Sony India(3rd).
· The highest decision-making body of the Department of Telecom (DoT), Digital Communications Commission (DCC) approved to levy penalties on Bharti Airtel Ltd and Vodafone Idea Ltd for denial of interconnection to Reliance JioInfocomm Ltd when it had entered the market in 2016.
· Max Life Insurance Company Limited, one of the country’s leading life insurance companies, launched customizable ‘Max Life Smart Term Plan’. It will offer customers the flexibility to customize their own protection solution through the selection from a wide range of benefits and features.
· Indian banking giant, Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) has signed a bancassurance agreement with Tata AIG General Insurance Company Ltd to provide Tata AIG’s suite of P&C (Property and Casualty insurance)products.
· IDBI Bank: Headquarter: Mumbai,	MD & CEO: Rakesh Sharma,		Tag Line: AaoSochein Bada.
· E-commerce firm Flipkart has revamped its Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) seller financing programme ‘Growth Capital’ in order to empower MSMEs across the country. The program enables financial inclusion and independence for MSMEs who operate online.
	
DEFENCE & SECURITY
· The armies of India and Myanmar jointly conducted 3-week-long coordinated operation dubbed as Operation Sunrise 2 in their respective border areas. Under this operation, armies of both countries targeted several militant groups operating in Manipur, Nagaland and Assam.
· The first phase of “Operation Sunrise” was conducted three months ago (February 2019) along the Indo-Myanmar border. The Indian Army targeted members of the Arakan Army which an insurgent group in Myanmar.
· Myanmar: Capital: Naypyidaw,					Currency: Burmese kyat.
· Indian will celebrate this year 20thanniversary of victory in Kargil war or operation Vijay (also called Kargil Vijay Diwas) for 3 days from 25 July to 27 July 2019 at Dras (Jammu and Kashmir) and New Delhi. The theme for this year’s celebration will be – “Remember, Rejoice and Renew”.
· Indian Coast Guard (ICG) co-hosted the 12thCapacity Building workshop in cooperation with the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) Information Sharing Centre (ISC) in New Delhi.
· Border Security Force (BSF) of India and the Border Guard Bangladesh(BGB) signed a Joint Record of Discussion at the 48th Director General level talkswhich concluded in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
· In Jammu and Kashmir, apart from performing its primary duty of providing security, the CRPF will launch a 'save environment' campaign during the up-coming Shri Amarnathji Yatra in the South Kashmir Himalayas which is starting from Jammu on June 30.
· CRPF has made an appeal to the visiting pilgrims as well as the public, in general, to play their vital role in preserving the fragile environment especially along the yatra area in Kashmir.
· Indian Navy launched Operation Sankalp in Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to reassure Indian flagged vessels transiting through the area following the recent maritime incidents in the region. Purpose of this operation is to re-assure Indian Flagged Vessels operating/transiting through Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, following the maritime security incidents in the region.
· Union Ministry of Defence has issued Expression of Interest (EoI) for short listing of potential Indian Strategic Partners (SPs) for “Construction of six Conventional Submarines” for P-75 (I) Project of the Indian Navy. The project cost is about Rs 45,000 Crores.
· Indian Navy has deployed Ships INS Chennai and INS Sunayna in the Gulf of Oman.
· It has deployed to re-assure Indian Flagged Vessels operating or transiting through the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman following the maritime security incidents in the region.
·  The Information Fusion Centre - Indian Ocean Region which was launched by the India Navy in December last year at Gurugram is also keeping a close watch on the movement of ships in the Gulf region.
· The Indian Air Force (IAF) air strike mission to bomb Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) terrorist hideout in Pakistan's Balakot on February 26, 2019 was codenamed 'Operation Bandar (Monkey)’.  This cross-border airstrike was rare instance when Indian Air Force (IAF) for first time crossed Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir and bombed targets in Pakistani territory.
· It is constructed by Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Limited (MEIL).The project, built across Godavari River, has become the worlds biggest in terms of capacity.
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· The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) as part of its YuvaVigyanikKaryakram (YUVIKA) 2019 has opened its laboratories for school students. It was for the first time these laboratories were opened for school students. As part of it, first batch of 108 students drawn from all States/UTs recently completed their exposure to ISRO’s laboratories in Sriharikota, Bengaluru,Thiruvananthapuram and other places.
· YUvaVIgyaniKAryakram (YUVIKA). It is also known as “Young Scientist Programme”. It was launched by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in March 2019.
· Objective: To impart basic knowledge on space science, space technology, and space applications to the school children with the intent of arousing their interest in the emerging areas of space activities.
· A team of Tribhuvan University and National Geographic Society scientists and researchers have installed the world’s highest, fully automated weather stations atop Mount Everest.
· The Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Ranking 2020, The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT-Bombay) emerged as India’s best institution. It was followed by IIT Delhi and Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore. These are the only three universities in India that made it to the top 200 universities in the world.
· Globally Best: The world-class Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) created a history by top QS World University Rankings for 8thconsecutive year. As per QS, no other university has managed the top rank for such a long run. Other Universities retained their 2nd, 3rd and 4th positions in the world are Stanford University, Harvard University and California Institute of Technology (Caltech) respectively.
· Facebook confirmed that it will launch a block chain-powered stable-coin ‘Libra’ in 2020 through the release of white paper. It will be a form of digital money backed by a reserve of assets. It will be governed by the independent Libra Association, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
· The National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) Spitzer Space Telescope will be shut down on January 30, 2020.
· Sri Lanka's first ever satellite Raavana 1 was launched successfully into orbit from International Space Station along (ISS) with two other BIRDS 3 satellites. These satellites were launched in February 2019 on board of Northrop Grumman Antares rocket launched from Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport at NASA's Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia.
· A team of scientistsfrom the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research-North East Institute of Science and Technology (CSIR-NEIST) Assam have developed chemical process that turns ‘dirty’ coal into biomedical ‘carbon quantum dots (CQDs)’ to help detect cancer cells.
SPORTS
· Jyothi Surekha Vennam produced a stellar show to help India clinch two bronze medals in the compound women's section of Archery World Championships in the Netherlands.
· The Asian Games silver medalist first led the fight back in the team event by shooting six perfect 10s out of eight arrows.
· Indian skipper Virat Kohli(276 innings) became the fastest batsman to reach the 11,000 run mark in the ODI cricket.
· The 30-year-old Kohli broke Tendulkar's record. Tendulkar had achieved the 11000 run mark against England in 2002 in his 284th ODI.
· According to recently released “Women’s Tennis Association (WTA)” and “Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP)” rankings, Naomi Osaka (Japan) and Novak Djokovic(Serbia)continued as world number ones.
· The 33rd Federation Cup Basketball Championship for Men and Women for the year 2019 was held at the Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh. The Punjab Police (Men) and Eastern Railway (Women) won the prestigious gold medals in the tournament.
· The 59th national inter-State senior athletics championships, earlier scheduled to be held in mid-July in Kolkata, will now be held in Lucknow from August 27 to 30.
· A non-governmental sports organization based in Lausanne, Switzerland, IOC (International Olympic Committee) lifted its sanctions imposed on Indian Olympic Association (IOA) hosting international sports events.
· The decision was taken after finally receiving a letter of guarantee from the Government that it will allow all eligible athletes, sportspersons, and officials in events held in the country.
· India’s only individual Olympic gold medallistAbhinav Bindra was appointed in an independent capacity by the World Archery to sort out the ongoing mess in the national federation.
· The development comes a day after the world body de-listed the Archery Association of India for violating the constitution by unanimously electing two parallel bodies in Chandigarh and New Delhi.
· Indian Gymnast, Pranati Nayak won bronze medal in vault event at the 8thedition of Senior Asian Artistic Championships in BuyantUkhaa Sport Palace, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

AWARDS &HONOURS
· Suman Rao won Femina Miss India World 2019 during beauty pageant ceremony held at in Mumbai, Maharashtra. She was crowned as Miss India 2019 by her predecessor Miss India 2018 Anukreethy Vas from Tamil Nadu.
· Other Titles Winners:
· Shivani Jadhav (Chhattisgarh):  She won Femina Miss Grand India 2019 title. 
· Shreya Shanker (Bihar): She won Miss India United Continents 2019 title. 
· Sanjana Vij (Telangana): She was titled as Miss India Runner Up 2019.
· Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) will honour Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar with ‘Distinguished Alumni Award’. 
· An Indian engineer named Nitesh Kumar Jangir won 2019 Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Innovation for Sustainable Development Award in London, United Kingdom (UK). He won the award in People category, for creating a low-cost breathing support device called ‘Saans’ for premature babies.
· Twenty-nine journalistsfrom both print and electronic media were felicitated with MatriShree Media Awards for their contribution towards journalism in New Delhi.
· This year was the 44thedition of Matri Shree media award. This time apart from media personalities, a social activist was also presented Bharat Mata shield at 44thMatri Shree media award ceremony.
· Prime Minister’s Awards for outstanding contribution for Promotion and Development of Yoga - 2019 have been announced.The award is given for outstanding contribution for promotion and development of Yoga.
· Swami Rajarshi Muni of Life Mission, Gujarat, Ms. Antonietta Rozzi of Italy, Bihar School of Yoga, Munger and Japan Yoga Niketan, Japan are the recipients of the Award.
· On the occasion of the 2ndInternational Day of Yoga celebrations at Chandigarh, the Prime Minister had announced the institution of awards for the promotion and development of Yoga.
· The winners will be felicitated with of a Trophy, Certificate and a Cash Award of 25 lakh rupees each.

PERSON APPOINTED/RESIGNED
· Denmarkeconomist and environmentalist Inger Andersen took over as Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for four-year tenure.
· Anti-corruption campaigner Zuzana Caputova was sworn in as Slovakia's first female president.
· Slovakia: Capital: Bratislava,					Currency: Euro.
· A two-time Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Member of Parliament from Rajasthan’s Kota district, Om Birla, was unanimously elected as the new Speaker of 17th Lok Sabha.
· Rajasthan: Capital: Jaipur,	Chief Minister: Ashok Gehlot,	Governor: Kalyan Singh.
· Shri Alok Vardhan Chaturvedi, Bihar cadre gets extension as Director General (DG), Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT). 
· India’s leading two wheeler company, Hero MotoCorp Ltd, appointed Colombian professional footballer, Yerry Fernando Mina Gonzálezas its new brand ambassador.
· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has promoted Odisha-born Rabi N Mishra as the executive director (ED) after Rosemary Sebastian’s retirement.
· Senior bureaucrat Shefali Juneja was appointed as India's representative in the council of International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).
· Viral Acharya, Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, has resigned. Acharya, who joined the central bank on January 23, 2017, was RBI's youngest deputy governor post economic liberalization.

BOOKS & AUTHORS

· The book titled "Early Indians: The Story of Our Ancestors and Where We Came From" has been authored by journalist Tony Joseph.
· Vice President of India Shri M.VenkaiahNaidu released two books on the compilation of selected speeches made by the President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind in the first year of assuming the office.
· The books are titled as, “The Republican Ethic” in English and “LoktantrakeSwar” in Hindi.
· The book, ‘Of Counsel: The Challenges of the Modi-Jaitley Economy’ written by former chief economic adviser Arvind Subramanian was launched in Mumbai.
· The book “A Rural Manifesto – Realising India's Future through her Villages” has been authored by BJP MP Varun Gandhi.
· The book titled “Changing India” has been author by former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh& is recently released at an event in New Delhi.
OBITUARY
· Poet and lyricist PazhavilaRamesan passed away in Thiruvananthapuram.
· Mohamed Morsi, former President of Egypt passed away.
· Veteran athletics coach N. Lingappa passed in Bengaluru.
· The Italian legend director and two-time Oscar-nominee, Franco Zeffirelli passed away in Rome, Italy.
· Lalrinchhana, Former Mizoram minister and MNF (Mizo National Front) leader passed away.
· Mizoram: Capital: Aizawl,		Chief Minister: Zoramthanga,			Governor: Jagdish Mukhi.
· ThanjavoorRamamoorthy, Veteran Mridangam exponent and former top grade staff artist of All India Radio (AIR) passed away.
Days|Week|Year
· 16th June 2019:- Father’s Day.
· 17th June 2019:- World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought.
· Theme: -Let’s Grow the Future Together.
· 18th June 2019:- Autistic Pride Day.
· 18th June 2019:- Sustainable Gastronomy Day.
· 18th June 2019:- International Picnic Day.
· 19th June 2019:- International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violencein Conflict.
· 19th June 2019:- World sickle cell day.
· 20th June 2019:- World Refugee Day.
· Theme: - #StepWithRefugees — Take A Step on World Refugee Day.
· 21st June 2019:- International Yoga Day.
· Theme: - Yoga for Heart.
· Theme: - Yoga for Climate Action. (By United Nation).
· 21st June 2019:- World Music Day.
· Theme: - Music at the intersections.
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